Intimacy & Urgency – The Call to Prayer
September 30th, 2018 – BILLY HUMPHREY

I. Supremacy of God’s Word and Will
A. In defining anything we must look to God’s explanation and desires and
allow His word to express truth to our hearts.
B. Human ways and reasoning fall infinitely short of God’s intentions and
actions. We must always allow the scripture to re-write our understanding,
i.e. renew our minds (Isa 55:8-9, Rom 12:2).
C. On our own we tend to define life according to our own ways. However,
our own ways and understanding will always leave us in opposition to the
will of God (Romans 8:5-6).
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II. Defining Intimacy on God’s Terms
A. The Father Heart of God
2 Corinthians 6:18 "I WILL BE A FATHER TO YOU, AND YOU SHALL BE
MY SONS AND DAUGHTERS, SAYS THE LORD ALMIGHTY."
1 John 3:1 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us,
that we should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not
know us, because it did not know Him.
B. The Bridal Paradigm
Matthew 22:2 "The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who arranged
a marriage for his son,
Isaiah 54:5 For your Maker is your husband, The LORD of hosts is His
name; And your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel; He is called the God
of the whole earth.
C. Priesthood of all Believers
Revelation 1:6 and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God
and Father—to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.
1 Peter 2:9 But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A
HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you
may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness
into His marvelous light;
III. Defining Urgency on God’s Terms
A. In recognition of sin and backsliding there is a necessary response
2 Chronicles 7:13-14 When I shut up heaven and there is no rain, or
command the locusts to devour the land, or send pestilence among My
people, 14 if My people who are called by My name will humble themselves,
and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will
hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.
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Joel 2:12-17 "Now, therefore," says the LORD, "Turn to Me with all your
heart, With fasting, with weeping, and with mourning." 13 So rend your
heart, and not your garments; Return to the LORD your God, For He is
gracious and merciful, Slow to anger, and of great kindness; And He relents
from doing harm. 14 Who knows if He will turn and relent, And leave a
blessing behind Him—A grain offering and a drink offering For the LORD
your God?
B. In light of the Lord’s return
Mark 13:32-37 "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Take heed, watch
and pray; for you do not know when the time is. 34 It is like a man going to
a far country, who left his house and gave authority to his servants, and to
each his work, and commanded the doorkeeper to watch. 35 Watch
therefore, for you do not know when the master of the house is coming—in
the evening, at midnight, at the crowing of the rooster, or in the morning—
36 lest, coming suddenly, he find you sleeping. 37 And what I say to you, I
say to all: Watch!"
Luke 21:34-36 "But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed
down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day
come on you unexpectedly. 35 For it will come as a snare on all those who
dwell on the face of the whole earth. 36 Watch therefore, and pray always
that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to
pass, and to stand before the Son of Man."
IV. God’s Invitation to live in Intimacy with Urgency
Joel 2:15 Blow the trumpet in Zion, Consecrate a fast, Call a sacred
assembly; 16 Gather the people, Sanctify the congregation, Assemble the
elders, Gather the children and nursing babes; Let the bridegroom go out
from his chamber, And the bride from her dressing room. 17 Let the priests,
who minister to the LORD, Weep between the porch and the altar; Let them
say, "Spare Your people, O LORD, And do not give Your heritage to
reproach, That the nations should rule over them. Why should they say
among the peoples, 'Where is their God?'
Luke 2:36 38 Now there was one, Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, and had lived with a
husband seven years from her virginity; 37 and this woman was a widow of
about eighty-four years, who did not depart from the temple, but served
God with fastings and prayers night and day. 38 And coming in that instant
she gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke of Him to all those who looked for
redemption in Jerusalem.

New Bridge Church
International House of Prayer Atlanta
www.prayermissionschurch.com

